Introduction
Ayurveda is a medical system primarily skillful in India that has been recognized for almost 5000 years. It includes food and herbal remedies, while emphasizes the organization and brain in sickness prevention and management Aegle marmelos is commonly known as wood apple or Bael/Bilva, and belongs to Rutaceae family. This herb has great medicinal, spiritual and religious significance. Its fruits and leaves are considered sacred and used as offerings to the Hindu Gods like Lord Shiva. This is why it is also known as "Shiva druma" or the tree of Shiva in ancient scriptures. The leaves, bark, roots, fruits and seeds are used extensively in the Indian traditional system of medicine the Ayurveda and in various folk medicine to treat myriad ailments. Although this plant is native to Northern India it is also widely found throughout the Indian peninsula and in Ceylon, Burma, Thailand and Indo-China 3, 4 .
Bael fruits are of dietary use and the fruit pulp is used to prepare delicacies like murabba, puddings and juice. Bael fruits are also used in the treatment of chronic diarrhea, dysentery, and peptic ulcers, as a laxative and to recuperate from respiratory affections in various folk medicines. Leaves of this plant used to cause infertility/abortion in women. Sweet drink prepared from the pulp of fruits produce a soothing effect on the patients who have just recovered from bacillary dysentery. The pulp of unripe fruit is soaked in gingelly oil for a week and this oil is smeared over the body before bathing. This oil is said to be useful in removing the peculiar burning sensation in the soles.
The roots and the bark of the tree are used in the treatment of fever by making a decoction of them. The leaves are made into a poultice and used in the treatment of opthalmia [12] [13] [14] [15] . 
Pharmacological activities of Aegle marmelos

